
 

 

 
Norwood Planning Board 566 Washington Street Norwood, Ma. 02062 
781-762-1240 ext. 164 781-278-3033 (fax)  

   
PLANNING BOARD MEETING, AUGUST 17, 2015 

 

Present:   Alfred P. Porro, Jr. Chairman 

    Debbie Holmwood, Vice-Chairman 

    Joseph F. Sheehan 

    Ernie Paciorkowski 

    Paul J. Donohue, Clerk 

    Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

    Claire Murphy, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

7:00 P.M.  The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Porro, Chairman, in Room 

12, Norwood Town Hall. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the minutes of June 29, 2015, July 12, 2015 and 

July 20, 2015, seconded by Mr. Donohue. 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

 

CON’T PUBLIC HEARING – Special Permit/Site Plan Approval – CBD Signage, True 

Value Hardware Store, 668-672 Washington Street 

 

Mr. Halkiotis told the Board that Carol from Fast Signs was no longer working for True 

Value. True Value is no longer requesting an internally lit sign, so this is no longer a Special 

Permit, just a Site Plan Approval. True Value will be using four red goose neck lamps to light 

the sign. Mr. Halkiotis recommended that the Board vote to close the public hearing and grant 

Site Plan Approval. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve the Site Plan request for True Value 

Hardware, 668-672 Washington Street, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 
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SITE PLAN APPROVAL – CBD SIGNAGE – Ivy Boutique, 639 Washington 

Street, Minghau Wei 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that Ms. Wei is proposing to replace the face of the existing sign 

box. The wall sign is 25 s.f. with white lettering on a black background with pink accent. 

There are two goose neck lamps above the sign. The sign face will be mounted on an 

existing sign box that is internally illuminated. The light tubes in the sign box will be 

removed so it will not be internally illuminated.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve the request for signage at 639 Washington 

Street, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

 

CON’T PUBLIC HEARING -  Sunset Avenue Adequate Access Plan, Mario Gomes 

 

Mr. Gomes in a letter to the Board has requested that the hearing be continued with no 

testimony so his engineer can respond to issues identified by the Town Engineer and 

Planner. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to continue the public hearing on Sunset Avenue 

Adequate Access Plan to September 14, 2014 @ 8:15 p.m., seconded by Ms. Holmwood 

VOTE  5-0 Unanimous 

 

 

SITE PLAN APPROVAL – CBD SIGNAGE – Advanced Dental Centers, 125 

Central Street, Jeff Paige 

 

Mr. Paige, representing the applicant, noted that they had been approved by the Board for 

the three signs with fog bank colored background, black molding and black lettering. Mr. 

Paige said that the applicant is now requesting to change the colors to a black background 

with white lettering. These colors will tie everything together with the other businesses in 

the block.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the request for new signage for 

Advanced Dental Centers, 125 Central Street, and he would like to send a letter to the 

owner of the building to recommend that in the future any change in the signage on this 

building conform with the colors of Advance Dental, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 
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ANR PLAN – CarMax Super Stores, 1320 Boston Providence Highway 

 

Mr. Halkiotis talked about Town’s efforts to acquire more land. The rear portion of 

CarMax site is all wetlands. CarMax was approached about donating this land to the 

Town and they agreed. 

 
MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to waive the application fee for the ANR Plan for 

CarMax Super Stores, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve and endorse the ANR Plan for CarMax 

Super Stores, 1320 Boston Providence Highway, seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

 

REPETITIVE PETITION – John Farrell, 15 Northview Ave 

 

Mr. Donohue was concerned about the repetitive petition for 15 Northview Ave. Mr. 

Donohue voted on this without looking at the lot, so he went to look at it and after finding 

the house he found the addition in the back was really tight on the lot where it should 

have a 30’ setback not the 22’ setback they were asking for. 

 

Ms. Holmwood stated that she thought site visits would be a good thing for the Board to 

do before voting on a project.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski noted that all the Board was looking for was a significant change to the 

project and the project was reduced by 45%. 

 

Mr. Donohue said that he voted in favor of this but asked the Board if they would re-

consider this because Mr. Donohue feels the applicant needs to get an engineer to do this 

right.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that this was not listed as an agenda item, when the Board took action 

on this it was at a public hearing. Mr. Halkiotis said that he didn’t know if this had to be 

scheduled as an agenda item so the applicant has the chance to come back before the 

Board. Mr. Halkiotis stated that a letter can be sent to the ZBA so they don’t schedule 

Mr. Farrell for a hearing before the Board has a chance to discuss this further.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to put the Repetitive Petition for 15 Northview Avenue 

on the next agenda for further discussion, seconded by Ms. Holmwood 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

The Planning Board will go on a site visit to 15 Northview Avenue on Saturday, August 

22, 2015 @ 8:00 a.m. 
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COOLIDGE ESTATES UPDATE – Stephen David 

 

Mr. Porro noted that Mr. David was not in attendance and asked Mr. Halkiotis to get a 

recent estimate from Mark Ryan, Town Engineer, to complete the drainage on Rock 

Street. Mr. Porro wanted to make sure that the bond amount was sufficient enough to 

cover the cost to complete the work. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski said that he would like to ask Mr. Ryan for a complete estimate to 

complete the drainage work on Rock Street to make sure there is enough in the bond to 

complete the work and if there is enough, talk to Town Counsel about pulling the bond.  

 

Mr. Porro said that he wants an estimate of the original work that was called for not the 

revised estimate.  

 

Mr. Sheehan suggested sending a letter to Mr. Ryan and Mr. David to inform them what 

the Planning Board plans to do by the next meeting on September 14, 2015.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to ask Mr. Ryan for an updated estimate of the 

original plans for the drainage on Rock Street, and if the bond has sufficient funds, 

inform Mr. David that the Board will be voting to pull the bond at the next meeting, 

seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

 

NORWOOD ICE ARENA- Special Permit Decision 

 
The Planning Board reviewed the Special Permit Decision for Norwood Ice Arena.  

 

The decision required a super majority of at least four out of five board members. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve the Special Permit Decision for the 

Norwood Ice Arena, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

Chairman Porro asked the Board for a roll call vote: Debbie Holmwood, no, Joe Sheehan, 

yes, Al Porro, yes, Paul Donohue, yes, Ernie Paciorkowski, yes.  

VOTE  4-1 (Ms. Holmwood against) 

 

 

PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION 

 

Community Preservation Act 

 

Mr. Halkiotis told the Board that he would like to submit an article to have Town 

Meeting Members vote on adopting the Community Preservation Act (CPA) for the Fall 

Special Town Meeting. If the Planning Board decides to recommend a Town Meeting 

article to adopt the CPA, the recommendation could provide options for the Selectmen to 

provide options for the Selectmen to consider on the percentage of surcharge and 
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exemptions or the Planning Board could make specific recommendations on the 

exemptions and surcharge. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski said that he would like to move forward with the CPA and put 

something on the warrant.  Mr. Paciorkowski wanted to know if commercial properties 

would be paying into the CPA as well as residential. Mr. Paciorkowski stated that people 

should see the different scenarios so they will see what the Planning Board recommends 

and why.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that the CPA could include commercial properties as another option 

and he included this in the different scenarios. Discussion ensued. 

 

Ms. Holmwood said that anyone from the public that is interested in finding out more 

about the CPA can visit the Community Preservation Coalition website which is 

www.communitypreservation.org 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to move forward with the process of getting the 

CPA on the Town Meeting warrant in the fall, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

Mr. Porro asked if Ms. Holmwood, Mr. Paciorkowski and Mr. Sheehan would work as a 

sub-committee with Mr. Halkiotis on the CPA. They agreed. 

 

Expedited Permitting District – 43D 

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that he had been working with the Economic Development Committee 

and the idea of Upland Woods becoming an Expedited Permitting District came up for 

discussion. Designating this area for commercial development may help send a signal 

that the Town would rather have jobs created there in a commercial development instead 

of more apartments. Mr. Halkiotis explained that this would guarantee that the permitting 

process would only take 180 days. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis said this would require a Town Meeting vote and changes to the zoning 

bylaw. Also, the properties owners have to be onboard. Mr. Halkiotis noted that there is 

not a lot of land available at Upland Woods. Mr. Halkiotis said if the Board wants to go 

forward with this, he will update the Economic Development Committee and start 

working with the property owners. Mr. Halkiotis will update the Board at the next 

meeting.  
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Community Development Fund Grant (CDF) 

 

Mr. Halkiotis told the Board they are currently wrapping up the grant this fall. Mr. 

Halkiotis went over the housing rehab projects that have recently been completed.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis explained that this is the time to decide if they want to apply for the next 

grant round. Applications will be due in February, 2016. Mr. Halkiotis said that without a 

grant administrator to help work on the grant application, it would be difficult to finish up 

the current grant while working on a new grant application. Mr. Halkiotis said that he has 

some serious concerns about moving forward with a new grant application without staff 

support.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that if the Board wants to continue with these other projects then he 

suggests that with the budget season coming up and if the Board wants to seek funds to 

fill the position of grant administrator for the next fiscal year, he would add this to the 

next fiscal year budget.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis offered to update the zoning map with Andy Murphy, Asst. Town 

Engineer. 

 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to have Mr. Halkiotis work with Mr. Murphy on 

updating the current zoning map, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

 

 

 

 

 


